RESEARCH INTERESTS

My research interests are centered around distributive politics and elections.   My dissertation titled “The Nature of the Electoral Connection: An Analysis of Defense Awards and Electoral Outcomes” concerns the geographic distribution of military prime contract awards and local votes for members of the House of Representatives.  The main questions addressed in my study are 1) do defense benefits influence subsequent votes for incumbent legislators and 2) is earlier electoral support rewarded by subsequent defense benefits. I obtained ten year’s of annual federal spending, election and other control variable data on three levels of analysis: congressional districts, counties within congressional districts, and individual survey responses (from the National Election Study).  I employ a pooled cross-sectional time series fixed effect model to analyze the geographic distribution of military prime contract awards and electoral outcomes for the years 1986, 1988 and 1990.  I analyze equations simultaneously using Seemingly Unrelated Regression.  My basic model consists of two regression equations, one predicting votes from earlier defense awards and one predicting defense awards from earlier votes. Both models include controls for partisanship, ideology, other characteristics of counties and state and year dummy variables.

My analysis shows significant relationships between electoral support and defense benefits at the within-district level.  My findings modify conclusions reached by Kenneth Bickers and Robert Stein in Perpetuating the Pork Barrel (Cambridge, 1995), Steven Levitt and James Snyder’s, “The Impact of Federal Spending on House Election Outcomes,” (Journal of Political Economy, 1997), and other scholars regarding the nature of the votes-to-policy linkage.  For defense analysts, it indicates that military procurement policy should be understood as originating at least in part in American electoral politics.  This latter conclusion contradicts a number of earlier studies, including that of Kenneth Mayer’s The Political Economy of Defense Contracting (Yale, 1991).

