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Education:
B.A.
1990
DePaul University, Chicago, IL
Major:
Political Science
Minor:  Mathematics






M.A.
1991
Governor State University, University Park, IL
Major:
Political Studies

PhD     2000     University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Major:
Public Policy Analysis: Political Science

Dissertation Title:
"The Nature of the Electoral Connection: An Analysis of Defense Awards and Electoral Outcomes" 
Dissertation Advisors:  Dr. Barry Rundquist, Dr. Tom Carsey, Dr. Jerry Strom, Dr. Andrew McFarland, and      Dr. Abigale Payne

Teaching Experience:
Research Methods/Data Analysis:  Law Enforcement Administration 520 and Research Lab 521

Calumet College


Winter 2003

4 Sections 
I redesigned and taught these master’s level courses on research methods and statistics. I merged the two courses so that lab work would be completed at the same time as class lectures.  I had upwards of 25 students and supervised them in designing, conducting, analyzing and writing a research project with an emphasis on learning and utilizing SPSS.  To better assist them, I created a webpage containing class information including the class syllabus, my lecture notes, class assignments, and I also included links and data for class assignments. 

Research Methods:  Law Enforcement Management   315

Calumet College


 Fall 2002

3 Sections
I taught an introductory course in research methods emphasizing an understanding of the research process and how to design and evaluate research projects.  I had upwards of 45 students and supervised them in designing a research proposal including a survey instrument.  For this class I also created a web page containing information on class assignments, my lecture notes, class syllabus, and various internet links to assist them in their learning.  

Please visit http://www.lschmitpage.homestead.com/lem.html to view the web page I established.
The password is handcuffs.

American Social Structures:  Urban Studies 200


Calumet College


Fall 2002

2 Sections
I designed this new general education/urban studies class. This class required two projects: the first encompassed doing research on any social issue; researching current laws; writing the student’s member of Congress regarding the issue; and finishing with a poster board and class presentation.   The second project compared and contrasted social structures in America with life in Gilead from Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale.  I created a webpage for this class containing the class syllabus, my lecture notes, and various links.
Please visit http://www.lschmitpage.homestead.com/soc.html to view the web page I established.
The password is structure.

Social Problems:  Urban Studies 316


Calumet College


Fall 2002


This class was a Directed Reading course exploring different social problems in America.

Data Analysis:  
Political Science 201                                        
University of Illinois at Chicago         
Fall 1999

In this class, I taught basic statistics and SPSS to 14 undergraduate students from various disciplines.  I created a webpage that included class assignments, the class syllabus, and the data which was used for SPSS assignments.

American National Government:  Political Science 201
Daley College:                                     
Fall 1997 - Spring 1999          

Moraine Valley Community College      Spring 1995                        
Suburban Community College         
Fall 1994 - Fall 1995                  
This class was an introductory course for community college students emphasizing the institutions and processes of American government.  I utilized various assessment techniques including exams, quizzes, internet projects, movies, writing members of Congress, group activities, presentations, and journals.
Introduction to Social Science

Moraine Valley Community College         Spring 1995          

This class was an interdisciplinary general education course that introduced the various social science disciplines.   
Research Experience:
April 2000 – Oct. 2001 Research Analyst, Zero Maintenance International 


Performed Dataset Evaluation 

· Reviewed data for content and corruption

· Searched for anomalies within dataset

· Performed preliminary statistical analysis

· Delivered conditioned (organized and manipulated) data to Research Director for forecasting of
 machine failure

· Merged various data files

· Aggregated data to different levels of analysis

· Created new variables based on mathematical /statistical formulae


· Generated SPSS syntax files for automation of organization and analysis


Prepared Customer Reports

· Wrote reports and white papers 

· Prepared and presented Power Point Presentations for Customers
· Created graphs, charts and diagrams


Logged Research and Development activities

· Prepared ISO 9000 documentation

· Co-authored patent application

· Liaison between Sales Department, Research Department and Technical Department

Aug 1999 – June 2000 Social Science Data Archivist University of IL at Chicago
· Assisted users of large data sets usually acquired through the Interuniversity Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

· Served as a liaison to ICPSR to acquire data 

· Maintained and logged a growing collection of data on CD ROM

· Created and maintained Data Archive webpage
Aug 1995 – Aug 1999 Research Assistant working with Dr. Barry Rundquist and Dr. Tom Carsey on their National Science Foundation Grant, “The Distributive Politics of Problem Solving.”

Organized, merged, summarized many datasets including National Election Studies, Federal                    Assistance Awards Data System, Regional Economic Information System, Consolidated Federal Funds Report, City and County Data Books

1997 – 1999 Research Assistant working with Dr. Rasma Karklins on her MacArthur Foundation Grant Institute of Peace Grant on “Democracy Corruption and Ethnic Cultures in Eastern Europe”

1997 – 1999 Advised graduate and undergraduate students on research design and statistical problems

1999
Consultant to Houghton Mifflin on their cross-tabulation program, Crosstabs. This program is located on their American Government webpage
1997

Supervised and analyzed Illinois statewide Poll Data for the University of Illinois, Chicago (UIC).

1996

Designed, conducted and analyzed focus groups with Chicago public housing residents in conjunction with The Great Cities Institute Grant received by UIC.

1996

Organized and analyzed data from a Northern Illinois Policy Survey for a published paper by Dr. Rundquist.

1995

Computer Consultant in the Political Data Program at UIC.  
Professional Development:
Sept    2002
I attended a seminar on Presenting Data given by Edward Tufte of Yale University 

June    2002
I attended the American Association for Higher Learning Assessment Conference

June    2002
I attended the Alverno Institute College Seminar on “Connecting Student Learning Outcomes to Teaching, Assessment, Curriculum” 

March 2000       I was nationally chosen to attend “New Methodologies for the Social Sciences:  The Development and Application of Spatial Analysis for Political Methodology” Conference at the University of Colorado

Computer Skills:
Word Processing: Word, Word Perfect


Spreadsheet:  Excel, Lotus, Quattro Pro

Statistical Software: SPSS, SAS, GAUSS, RATS LISREL STATA Decision Time

Database: Access,  basic SQL

Miscellaneous Software:  Power Point, Visio, FTP, Blackboard, Univer

Publications:
Dr. Charles Orlebeke and Dr. Barry Rundquist with Ching-Jyuhn Luor and Lisa Schmit. The Politics of Fiscal Reform in Illinois in Lawrence Joseph ed., Dilemmas of Fiscal Reform. University of Chicago: 1996.

Dr. Barry Rundquist and Dr. Gerald Strom with Lisa Schmit. A Chicagoans Views on Expanding Legalized Gambling in Illinois Illinois Political Science Review, Vol.2, Spring 1996.  

Papers:
Dr. Barry Rundquist, Dr. Tom Carsey, Lisa Schmit and Jungho Rhee.  Congressional Committees and Interest Representation in Military Policy Making. Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting: 1997. 

Lisa Schmit. The Missing Link: the Relationship between Defense Expenditures and Electoral Outcomes. Midwest Political Science Association Annual Meeting:  1998.

Dr. Lisa Schmit and Dr. Barry Rundquist.  Which service has the Bigger Military Procurement Pork Barrel, or is there Inter-Service Universalism?  Midwest Political Science Association, April 2000.

Dr. Lisa Schmit. The Nature of Testing the Electoral Connection: A Within District Analysis of Military Contracting and Electoral Outcomes. Midwest Political Science Association, April 2000.

Dr. Lisa Schmit, and Dr. Barry Rundquist.  Inter-Service Rivalry and Distributive Politics. American Political Science Association, September, 2000.
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